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“Beatus autem Franciscus videns 
fratrem £Sgidium gratia et virtute 
perfectum et paratum ac promptum 
ad omne opus bonum, intime dilige- 
bat eum et de ipso aliis fratribus 
aliquando dicebat : * Iste est miles 

meus tabulae rotundae.’” — “Chronica 
XXIV Generalium,” in Anal. Francis. t 
iii* P- 78. 
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INTRODUCTION 

f M|| THERE existed in the Franciscan 
H|1 Order from an early date a school 
^PH of asceticism, remarkable no less 
*j| for great elevation of thought than 
for singular vivacity and pic- 
Wmm turesquertess of expression. This 
two-fold characteristic is perhaps no- 
where more happily blended than in 
the Dicta Aarea of Blessed Giles of Assisi, a 
work which the Bollandists do not hesitate to 
rank at the head of its class 1 and which is 
here presented to the reader in an English 
dress. 

,No one at all conversant with things Fran- 
ciscan need be told that Blessed Giles was of 
that stalwart little band who “ were with the 
Blessed Francis from the time he began to have 
companions.” “The Knight of our Round 
Table,” St. Francis called him, and Giles re- 
mains the ideal type of the Franciscan Friar. 
It may not then be amiss to preface our study 
of his “ Golden Sayings ” with some account, 
however brief, of the long, strange life and 
the surroundings of their author. 

1 See “ Analecta Bollandiana,” t. xaiv (1905), p. 4x0. 
vii 
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Brother Giles 

Nearly a century ago the great Conventual 
critic Papini sighed for an adequate biography 
of Blessed Giles . 2 Some eight years since, a 
learned member of the same Order essayed to 
produce one , 3 but his volume falls short of the 
mark ; 4 and the same is true of Mgr. Briganti’s 
monograph published about the same time . 5 
Neither of these books should be read with too 
critical an eye. On the other hand, the recent 
work of Father Gisbert Menge 6 — a seasoned 
scholar in all that concerns the subject — goes 
far toward meeting all modern requirements. 
But the finally acceptable biography of Giles 

1 “II voto del Pubblico,” he says, “e specialmente 
delle Citt& di Perugia e d* Assisi sarebbe d'aveme la vita 
stampata, completa e sincera. Chi sa, che un giorao 
non spunti penna felice ad appagare le communi brame, 
giacchd di farlo non fe ora a me dato.” — “ La Storia di 
S. Francesco, ” Foligno, 1827, 1. ii, p. 21a. 

* P. Giuseppe Fratini, M. Conv.: “ Vita del B. Egidio 
d* Assisi'* (Assisi, Tip. Metastasio, 1898) in 16, pp. xvi- 
144. 

4 As Fr. Van Ortroy, S. J., remarks : “ Ce travail nous 
parait prtmaturt. II aurait fallu d’abord consulter les 
biographies encores intdites du bienheureux et surtout 
passer toute cette literature au crible de la critique.” — 
“ Anal. Bolland.,” t. xvii (1898), p. 380. See also “ Mis- 
cellanea Francescana,” vol. vi, fasc. x (1898), p. 30. 

9 Mons. Antonio Briganti : “ II Beato Egidio d* As- 
sisi.” Monografia. (Napoli, M. d'Auria, 1898), in x6, pp. 
xii-356; on this work see “ Anal. Bolland.,*’ t. xix, p. 72, 
and “ Miscell. Frances.,” vol. vii, fasc. iv (1899), P* x 37« 

9 •• Der Selige Aegidius von Assisi,” Sein Leben und 
seine Sprtiche. Von P. Gisbert Menge, O.F.M. Pader- 
born, Junfermann, 1906, in 12, pp. xvi-xx8. See “ Theo- 
logisch-praktische Quartalschrift ” (Linz), 1906, III Heft, 
pp. 609-6x0. 
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still remains to be written. Happily, however, 
we are able to go behind Giles’s more recent 
biographers to some of the early documents 
from which our knowledge of him is derived. 

Now Giles’s first historian was none other 
than his life-long friend Brother Leo, the sec- 
retary and confessor of St. Francis. On this 
point we have the explicit testimony of Salim- 
bene 7 who lived contemporaneously with both. 
Unfortunately, however, most of the writings 
of Fra Pecoretto di Dio disappeared or rather 
lost their identity before the middle of the 
fourteenth century. That century, as I have 
elsewhere pointed out , 8 was for Franciscan 
history a saeculum compilations , and Leo’s 
life of Giles passed along with the rest into 
several of the compilations of materia sera- 
phica which were then the order of the day. 
That it suffered as a consequence many exci- 
sions and not a little working over is clear 
from the incomplete and often altered versions 
of this Leonine life which have come down 
to us. 

The well-known “Chronica XXIV Gene- 
ralium,” a compilation of about the middle of 

7 He writes: — “ Fuit autem Fr. Aegidius qui Perusii 
in area sazea tumulatus est in ecclesia Fratrum Mino- 
rum . . . cujus vita Fr. Leo, qui fuit unus (Rufinus et 
Angelus erant alii) de tribus specialibus sociis beati 
Francisci, sufficienter descripsit.” See Salimbene, 
O.F.M., “ Chronicon.” (Ed. Parm. 1857), p. 323. 

8 See u Some Pages of Franciscan History,’* C.T.S., 
London, xgo6. 
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the fourteenth century, but containing many 
early documents , 8 includes under the title of 
“Vita Fratris Aegidii viri sanctissimi et con- 
templativi ” 10 a biography which Papini , 11 
among others, regarded as the genuine handi- 
work of Leo, but which M. Paul Sabatier 12 
and modern critics generally consider a muti- 
lated and interpolated abridgment of the orig- 
inal document. 

In igoi Father Leonard Lemmens published 
another “Vita Fratris Aegidii,” based on a 
fourteenth century codex at St. Isidore’s Col- 
lege, Rome ; 18 but his claim that this short life, 

9 This Chronicle, which was completed in 1379, is 
attributed to Pr. Arnold of Sarano, Provincial of Aqui- 
taine. It has been published in the “ Analecta Francis- 
cana,” t. iii (1897), by the Friars Minor at Quaracchi. 

10 See “ Chron. XXIV General./* 1 . c., pp. 74-115. 

11 See Papini: “ Notizie sicure,” etc., 2 edit. (Foligno, 
1824), p. 126. 

19 M. Sabatier writes : “ Le compilateur de la Chro- 
nique des XXIV G6n6reaux qui nous l*a conserve lui a 
inflig6 le meme traitement qu*& ses autres sources. Vou- 
lant abrlger il n* a conserve que les faits qui lui parais- 
saient les plus inttressants, les r6cits merveilleux et il a 
supprim6 entre eux les parties narratives. On voit les 
dcueils d’une pareille m6thode. Il voulait nous donner 
l’essence d’une legende et il nous a gardd qu’un cata- 
logue.” See “Speculum Perfections, ” ed. Sabatier, 
Paris, 1898, p. xcvi. Fr. Van Ortroy, S.J. (“Anal. Bol- 
land.,” t. xix, p. 135), and Fr. Leonard Lemmens, O.F.M. 
(“ Doc. Antiqua Franciscana,” pars i, p. 13) are of like 
opinion. 

19 Codex 1/63. See “Scripta Fratris Leonis” in 
“ Documents Antiqua Franciscans,” pars i (Quaracchi, 
xgox), pp. 37-63, and pars iii, pp. 6-xa. 
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which is different from that inserted in the 
“ Chronica XXIV Generalium 99 and much less 
developed, represented the original Leonine 
life in its integrity, has not been admitted by 
critics in general. It is regarded by Fr. Van 
Ortroy 14 and others as an abridgment of a 
larger work from which the more ample biog- 
raphy in the “ Chronica XXIV Generalium 99 
may be derived through another channel. 

Be this as it may, it seems certain that the 
“Historia Vitae B. Aegidii,” edited by the 
Bollandists 16 after a MS. formerly preserved 
in the sacristy of the Franciscan Convent at 
Perugia, but now lost, represents a still greater 
falling away from the text of Brother Leo . 16 

It remains to be seen whether or not the 
“ Vita Beati Fratris Aegidii Assisiensis auctore 
Fratre Leone,” promised by M. Sabatier for 
publication in the “ Collection d’Etudes,” may 
tend to make for the rehabilitation of Brother 
Leo’s life of Giles in its original form. So 
much for the early sources. From these, the 

14 See “Analecta Bolland.,” t. xxi (1902), p. 122. 
See also Sabatier : “ Actus B. Prancisci ” (Paris, 1902), 
p. lxviii, Goetz : “ Die Quellen zur Geschichte,” etc. 
(Gotha, 1904), p. 98, and Pr. Gisbert Menge, 1. c., pp. ix- 
xv. Of the fifty-nine numbers comprising the “ Life of 
Giles” inserted in the “ Chronica XXIV General.,” 1-4, 
33-36, 57 and 58 are found in the short life edited by Fr. 
Lemmens. 

19 See “Acta SS.,” April, t. iii (edit. Noviss., 1866), 
pp. 222-228. 

l* See “ Doc. Ant. Francis.,” pars i, p. 15. 
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“Actus B. Francisci ,” 17 Bartholomew of Pisa , 18 
Wadding , 18 and others, have transcribed ex- 
cerpts; hence what such secondary sources 
record about Blessed Giles need hardly be 
reckoned with. 

Premising these somewhat dry details, we 
may pass on to the life of 

BLESSED GILES 

The life story of Blessed Giles takes us back 
to the very cradle of the Franciscan Order. It 
was in the third year of St. Francis’s conver- 
sion 20 that followers began to gather round the 
man of God. The first of them was Bernard 
of Quintavalle — the “venerable” Bernard as 
St. Bonaventure 21 and Dante 22 call him — a 

1T This compilation, which dates from the first half of 
the fourteenth century, contains among other things 
most of the Latin text of the traditional “Fioretti.” 
See “ Actus, ” ed. Sabatier, and compare Chaps. 45, 46, 
47, and 44 with Nos. 20, ai, aa and 41 of the life of Giles 
in the “Chron. XXIV General.” 

18 See his “ De Conformitate *• (Milan edition, 1510), 
VIII, p. ii, fol. liii a ff. 44 In Perusio.” Although several 
numbers are here omitted from the life contained in 
44 Chron. XXIV General.,” the text of the latter is easily 
discernible. 

18 See 44 Annales Minorum,” t. iv (ed. ada, Rome, 
173a), PP* 182 ff. Wadding appears to have followed an 
Italian version of the Latin life inserted in the 44 Chron. 
XXIV General.” in which the fifty-nine numbers com- 
prising the latter are divided into seventy-two. 

88 See 44 1 Cel.,” § ai (ed. d’Alenfon) and 44 III Soc.” 
§ vj (ed. Faloci). 

81 “Leg. Major,” c. 3. 

88 Paradiso, c. xi. 



Digitized by Google 




Introduction xiii 

rich and respectable Assisian. The second 
was Peter Catana or Cattaneo, a Canon of 
St. Rufino, the cathedral of Assisi. Third in 
order comes Giles, the subject of our present 
sketch , 23 “ a simple and God fearing man,” as 
Celano 24 describes him. 

The history of Giles’s conversion is short 
and simple. The fact that two such leading 
townsmen as Bernard and Peter had actually 
embraced Francis’s strange mode of life had 
set all Assisi talking. No sooner had the news 
reached the ears of Giles — for he had been 
absent at the time — than he conceived an 
ardent desire to follow their example. Next 
morning he arose betimes, and after a fervent 
prayer at the Church of San Giorgio 25 — for it 
was St. George’s feast day — he set out hur- 
riedly to seek out Francis and his companions. 
Coming to a crossroads and not knowing 
which way to turn he paused to ask for guidr 
ance from above, when St. Francis, emerging 
from a wood whither he had retired to pray, 
met him. Giles, throwing himself at the feet 
of the Seraphic Founder, begged for the love 
of God to be allowed to join his holy company. 
The answer of St. Francis is characteristic. 
“ Dearest,” he replied, “ God has bestowed on 

38 Giles is the more common English form of the 
Latin Aegidius, as in Italian Gilio is used for Egidio, 
and in French Gilles for Egide. 

M “I Cel.” § 25 - 

15 Now within the Church of Santa Chiara. See 
Cristofani, “ Delle Storie d’ Assisi/’ vol. i, p. 17a. 
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thee a great gift If the emperor came to 
Assisi and wished to choose one of the towns- 
men as his knight or chamberlain, many in- 
deed would desire to be selected. How much 
the more oughtest thou to be glad, seeing that 
the Lord hath picked thee from among them 
all, and called thee to His own court.” Then 
raising Giles from the ground St. Francis led 
him by the hand and, calling Brother Bernard, 
said: “The Lord hath sent us a good Brother,” 
and with joyous hearts they sat down to eat 
together. And when they had eaten whatever 
there was in the hut, St. Francis started with 
Giles to Assisi in quest of some cloth to make 
him a habit. On their way they met a poor 
woman who begged an alms. “Let us, my 
Brother,” said the Saint, “ give her thy man- 
tle.” Giles obeyed so gladly that it seemed to 
him as if he saw this alms fly swiftly to heaven, 
and in spirit, says the legend, he flew straight 
into heaven after it. But when he was finally 
arrayed in the poor habit St. Francis had pro- 
cured for him, words failed Giles altogether 
to make known the joy he felt in his heart. 26 
Authors are divided as to the exact date upon 
which this took place. That it was upon 23 
April — just one week after Bernard and Peter 
joined Francis — is certain, but whether in the 
year 1208 or 1209 is not so evident. The solu- 
tion of this question hinges upon the determina- 

* See “ Chron. XXIV. General.,” 1. c., pp. 74, 78. 
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tion of the exact time when St Francis went 
to Rome to solicit the approbation of his Rule. 

Let me hasten to say that this latter question 
is by no means so definitely settled in favor of 
1210 as M. Sabatier’s conclusions 27 might lead 
us to imply. Many difficulties still remain. 
The year 1209 has in its favor much probabil- 
ity. The arguments adduced by Fr. Quincti- 
anus Miiller 28 and Mr. Carmichael, 29 among 
others, in support of the earlier date, are con- 
formable alike to ancient tradition 80 and to 
modem chronology. 31 If, however, Wadding, 
Papini, Sabatier, and others are right in con- 
tending for 1210 as the year in which the first 
Rule of the Friars Minor was approved by 
Innocent III “ vivae vocis oraculo,” 32 then 1209 
would appear to have been the year of Giles’s 
reception. This is the date set down by the 
Quaracchi editors. 33 

it « vie de S. Fransois,” p. zoo. 

a# “ Anal. Francis.,” t. iii, p. 6, n. 4. 

** See his article “ The Date of the Foundation of the 
Order ” in “ Franciscan Annals,” October, 1906. 

80 See “ Anal. Francis.,” t. iii, p. 713 ; also rubric in 
Breviarium Romano-Seraph., in festo S. Raphaelis 
Archangeli (16 April). 

81 See “ Appunti Critici sulla cronologia della vita di 
S. Franc.,” published in the “Oriente Serafico” (Assisi, 
1895) an * VII, p. zozf. and reprinted in the “Miscell. 
Frances.,” vol.ix, p. 88 f. 

si See Wadding, ad an. 12x0, n. if.; also “Leg. Ill 
Soc.,” ed. Civezza-Domenichelli, p. 23 ; Panfilo : “ Storia 
Compendiosa,” t. i, c. 2 ; and Menge, 1 . c., p. 1x5. 

88 « Dicta B. Aegidii,” Praefatio, p. vi. 
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